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70
NEWSLETTER

‘Everything you do should be worthy, of great merit,  character and value.’

To Sol Maynard and ISla McdaId, 
The new year 7 repreSenTaTIveS 

on The pupIl councIl.

Woldgate School and Sixth 
Form College was an excit-
ing place to be before half-

term as once again our Sixth Formers 
took the lead on our annual Charity 
Week. It was wonderful to see Sixth 
Form students arriving each morn-
ing in fancy dress, and the effort and 
imagination they demonstrated in 
their choice of costumes. Two of my 
favourites were Daisy Allen’s stick of 
dynamite (on the day when they had 
to dress up as something beginning 

with the same letter as their name), 
and Megan Clark who came as the 
house from ‘Up’ on the animated 
character day!

While it is led and organised by our 
Sixth Form, Charity Week is a whole 
school event and the support from 
students in all year groups was 
phenomenal. As well as the cake 
stalls which took place every day, 
there were events taking place on 
every lunchtime. During the Monday 

our students tested their strength in 
the tug of war: I particularly enjoyed 
the Year 7 vs Sixth Form match, 
which the Year 7s won with confi-
dence (and a few extra numbers!). 
Tuesday was equally eventful, with 
the main event being a badminton 
match between Dr Lofthouse and 
one of our Sixth Form students, 
James Madeley. James 
was extremely graceful 
Continued on page 7...

sixth Form Charity Week
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HeadteacHer’s Welcome

‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

We finished the last half-term with our Award Evenings. It was great to see so many pupils 
receiving recognition for their accomplishment, effort and approach to their studies. Three 
consecutive evenings, that for me, celebrated the individual talents of our young people and 

reminded me how fortunate I am to work with such wonderful pupils.

We therefore start this term in a good place, and I’m looking forward to the half term ahead, being 
around school and in lessons, talking to our pupils and my colleagues, as we work collectively to do the 
very best for our pupils as we approach the end of the year. 

This week, there have been two very important dates for our Year 11 parents. On Wednesday and Thursday evening 
we ran two events for pupils and parents, as we prepare for the final few months ahead and the GCSE examina-
tions. These evenings provided an opportunity to participate in three workshop: the first an introduction to the core 
subjects of English and Mathematics, which was run by our Directors of Study, then a session with the Head of Upper 
School and the Head of Care and Achievement on examination planning and preparation, with a final session on useful 
techniques for managing the pressure of examinations. During the evening, parents were also given an insight into the 
full pupil and parent programme, which includes ‘walking talking examinations’. This was an opportunity to go through 
an exam paper and support their child and was led by the Directors of Study for Mathematics and English. There were 
also many more sessions, revision materials and opportunities for parents and pupils to work in partnership with 
colleagues and the school.

The following week, on Thursday the 10th November, is our Sixth Form Open Evening. Parents will be aware that 
we did, earlier in the term, run a ‘Welcome to Sixth Form Studies’ event for Year 11 and Year 12. This Open Evening 
provides an overview of the breadth of courses available from September 2017 for Year 10 and Year 11, but also an 
opportunity to see the wider holistic education we offer. In addition, colleagues will be available throughout the 
evening to speak to prospective parents and students in detail about their initial thoughts on which subjects to study 
in the Sixth Form. A course content booklet and application will be available from the 10th November and early appli-
cation is encouraged due to the popularity of our Sixth Form College. The evening will start at 7:00pm, so please do 
arrive from 6:45pm onwards.

Also this term, we will be holding individual meetings with every Year 11 pupil, as we did last year, to provide impartial 
guidance on future options and course combinations. With the changes to A Level and BTEC, combined with the reduc-
tion to a ‘3 A Level or equivalent programme’, students and parents will need, as ever, to consider the combination of 
subjects carefully, or examine the other alternatives, including apprenticeships or employment. We will, therefore, 
through the Sixth Form Open Evening and our individual meetings, aim to provide the information you need to make 
an informed decision.

Towards the end of the month will be our annual school production, based on Dolly Parton’s ‘9 to 5 Musical’. Following 
the highly successful productions of ‘The Wiz’ and ‘Oklahoma!’ last year, I’m looking forward to the production, but 
also to hearing the rehearsals and the music echoing down the corridor as I work late in the evening. So, please do 
book tickets in advance for a great family night out.

Do have a good weekend.

Mr J Britton
HeadteacHer
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‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

key Dates
2016 - 2017

autumn term

31St october - 16th december

spring term

3th January - 16th February

27th February - 7th april

summer term

24th april - 26th may

5th June - 21St July

parents’ evenings

year 12
8th december 2016

year 11
7th February 2017

year 10
25th may 2017

year 9
13th February 2017

year 8
5th July 2017

year 7
11th July 2017

staFF  
training Days

17th February 2017
24th July 2017
25th July 2017

heaDteaCher’s 
aWarD

year 7
niamh Fox

alice carter

year 8
roSe ella

olivia rogerS

year 10
catlin mcareavey

emily FairS

year 11
evie barrand

chloe WilliS

house ranking

1

2

3

4

5 kirby 
unDerDale

Warren 
Dale

great 
givenDale

millington 
Dale

thixenDale

DiD you Complete the art anD Design gCse in June 2016?

iF yes, then you Can ColleCt your WonDerFul artWork 
anD sketChbooks From the art Dept. anD take them 

home betWeen november 1st anD DeCember 1st.

iF you are no longer stuDying at WolDgate sChool, then please 
ring reCeption anD arrange a Date to ColleCt your Work.

Cross Country
The cross country season has begun and for once it wasn’t in cold, wet and 
freezing conditions! 

South Hunsley hosted the first cross country fixture of the season and Wold-
gate attended with teams in all age categories. 

Rose Ella (Yr 8) and Emma Waudby (Yr9) came first, beating all of the other 
competitors from the East Riding Schools. 

There are more Cross Country events next half term so please speak to Mrs 
Fox Nicholls if you are interested in competing.



loWer sChool
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As we come to the end of the first week of what is set to be an exciting term, it is a good oppor-
tunity to recognise and celebrate the considerable talent, dedication and determination of our 
pupils. During this term, many of our pupils will be taking part in our school musical production, 

‘9 to 5’. They will be working hard, making new friends and developing their performing skills, talents 
and confidence whilst having great fun. The musical performances will run each evening from Tuesday 
29th November to Friday 2nd December and I do hope you will come and see it.

Over the coming weeks, our pupils will be taking part in a range of activities, including educational 
visits, numeracy week, school concerts and the Christmas service. Each of these events showcase the character of 
our school; the dedication, creativity and enjoyment that our pupils put into everything they do. All of our pupils 
have something to contribute, and each is encouraged to bring their skill, talent and ideas to these events. I hope 
that all our pupils take part in something and I look forward to celebrating their achievements.

eleCtion time!
Whilst most of the world have their eyes focused on 
the US elections, we held our own very important 
election yesterday.

In their Citizenship lesson, Year 7 made their way to 
the voting booths to elect their representatives for 
the Pupil Council. A record 14 pupils put themselves 
forward for election and gave a speech in assembly 
on Wednesday explaining to pupils why they were 
standing and why they thought they should be 
elected.

It was a very close run election, but the two pupils 
that were elected were Sol Maynard and Isla McDaid. 
Well done.

The Pupil Council have a very important role in school and meet regularly with Mr Britton and other senior leaders 
in the school, enabling pupil opinion to be heard. The Pupil Council have been responsible for a number of changes 
within the school, for example, it was as a result of the Pupil Council that we now have a lunch pass scheme for 
pupils involved in activities at lunchtime. Having elections like this also helps introduce pupils to key democratic 

principles and enables them to put them into action.

Mr Sloman Writes:

Mr L SLoMan
Head of Lower ScHooL
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soCial meDia

upper sChool Ms Longstaff Writes:

Following our half term break, it has been a very busy week for our Year 11 pupils and their parents. 
On Wednesday our Year 11 pupils spent the day taking part in a number of different challenges 
designed to strengthen their motivation, confidence and resilience. Working in teams of 7 they 

competed against one another and it was fantastic to see the number of individuals who really stepped 
up to lead their group through the various tasks, whilst having considerable fun. We hope that they 
reflect on their experience and are able to transfer some of their newfound confidence into tackling 
the challenges they may face in the classroom during the remainder of Year 11.

Year 11 pupils and parents also joined us for one of our two Study Support Evenings that were held 
this week. During these evenings they were able to attend three different sessions, all designed to provide advice 
and guidance to enable our pupils to feel supported as they embark on their revision journey towards their Mock 
Exams in January. One of these sessions focused on effective revision, another on what type of learner the pupils 
might be and the third session focused on providing further information and guidance on the new English and 
Maths courses. It was fantastic to see so many parents there, actively discussing revision ideas with their children, 
then leaving with their pre-ordered revision guides and workbooks ready to make a start. The partnership between 
parents, pupils and school is crucial to ensure our pupils are confident and successful in their studies. We value the 
support of our parents and thank them for making these two evenings so enjoyable.

MS a LongStaff
Head of Upper ScHooL

attenDanCe, aChievement & 
Care Co-orDinators

MrS r BoUrne

SixtH forM

07790 351276

MrS c wrigHt

 
Upper ScHooL

07790 351281

Mr S BUtcHer

Lower ScHooL

07790 351283



OPEN EVENING |  THURSDAY 10 TH NOVEMBER , 7PM

email: office@woldgate.net   www.woldgate.net   telephone: 01759 302395 

It gives me great pleasure to invite you to our Sixth Form College Open 
Evening on Thursday 10th November at 7pm. 

Woldgate Sixth Form College is a caring and supportive learning 
environment where every student is known as an individual, and where 
students are given the opportunity to develop both academically and 

personally. Students at Woldgate are ambitious and successful, enabling 
them to progress on to their first choice of university, apprenticeship or 

employment. 

Open Evening will be an opportunity for you to find out about joining the 
Sixth Form at Woldgate, and to learn more about specific subject areas 
that you are considering studying. We welcome students from across 
the region and, as a high-performing Sixth Form, we ensure students 
experience excellent teaching and learning, and are challenged and 

supported to achieve their full potential.

We would like to invite you to attend our Sixth Form Open Evening, 
when you will have theopportunity to meet with students and staff, gain 
information about qualifications and course content, and have a tour of 

the school.
 

If you are not currently a student at Woldgate School, please reserve 
a place at this event by contacting Woldgate School and Sixth Form 

College Reception on 01759 302395 (Option 8).

Katy Lawson | Head of Sixth Form

Sixth Form
College

“ B E  A M B I T I O U S ! ”

of students achieved at 
least one A*-C grade at 
A-Level or equivalent.

of students achieved at 
least one A*-B grade at 
A-Level or equivalent.

of students achieved an  
A or A* grade at A-Level 

or equivalent.

100%

85%

35%

“I have always valued the student centred approach at Woldgate; 
the support in Sixth Form has been amazing”
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It was wonderful to end the term on such a high, with our Annual Charity Week (for more information 
see this week’s front page). Our Sixth Form students should all be very proud of themselves for 
their effort, enthusiasm and contributions, which made the week such a success. It has been lovely 

to welcome students back from the half-term break, well-rested and ready to work. The Autumn term 
is key in securing the foundations for the rest of the year, and I hope you found the Year 13 Progress 
Review and Parents’ Evening both informative and productive. Year 12 will receive their first Progress 
Review in a few weeks, and this will be an opportunity for students and parents to reflect on the work 
that has taken place during this crucial term. As we look ahead to next week, I look forward to welcom-
ing Year 11 students and parents to our Sixth Form Open Evening on Thursday 10th November at 7pm.

stuDents’ FunDraising Walk

From Saturday the 22nd to Monday the 24th of October, Year 12 student Helena Walker completed the 50mile 
walk from Beverley Minster to York Minster with her father. They completed this challenge to raise money for 
two causes, the first being Helena’s trip to Tanzania in 2017 which she is going on with the Sixth Form to help 

improve the lives of disadvantaged secondary school students and their families in the country. The second cause is 
the Yorkshire Air Ambulance which work to help save lives from major accidents. This charity is close to their hearts 
after first-hand experience of this vital service when a family member was transferred by air ambulance from Drif-
field to Hull Royal Infirmary following a motorbike accident. This transfer took just over 5minutes, a road distance 
of 20miles. Unfortunately, this was not enough to save him but can be crucial in other circumstances.

Helena has set up a just giving crowd funding page which you can find by searching ‘£750 Helena Walker and David 
Walker’ on the site, or students may wish to donate directly to Helena. Any donations are split 50/50 between the 
causes and anything is appreciated to help them reach their goal.

sixth Form College Mrs Lawson Writes:

MrS K LawSon
Head of SixtH forM

in defeat, and Dr Lofthouse certainly 
surprised more than a few of our 
students in the audience with his 
agility on the court. On Wednesday 
our ‘Penalty Shoot-out’ competi-
tion proved extremely popular. The 
competition was fierce amongst our 
very talented footballers, but it was 
Fenn Wallace who won the contest. 
Thursday saw a number of very brave 
Sixth Form students embark upon a 
‘Bushtucker Trials’ challenge in front 
of an audience who it is fair to say 
were impressed and disgusted in 
equal measure as our students raced 
to finish a five course meal including 
‘antibix’ and ‘mealworm spaghetti’. 
The week finished on a high with a 

whole school non-uniform day, and 
the amazing Harry Tattersall who 
raised over £500 in sponsorship to 
have his head shaved.

It was a wonderful week to be part 
of, and I was so immensely proud of 
the Sixth Form, and the rest of the 
school, in their support, enthusiasm 
and commitment to the week and the 
very worthy causes we were raising 
money for. As of Monday, the total 
raised was £1798.10, which will be 
split amongst our three chosen char-
ities; Cancer Research UK, Macmillan 
and Riding for the Disabled.

...From front page.
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rugby
Are we going to be doing contact 
Sir? It must be that time of the year 
again, the start of the School Rugby 
season and Rugby at Woldgate is on 
the up! 

Traditionally a footballing school, we 
used to struggle to cobble together 
10 or so names to attend an extra 
curricular club, now we are having 
60+ pupils all of whom are chomping 
at the bit to represent their school. 
The Rugby players have had a tough 
start to the season, due to the East 
Riding Schools Football fixtures 
taking priority a number of training 
sessions have had to be postponed, 
but the popularity and enthusiasm 
of the pupils towards Rugby has not 
suffered as a result.

The upper school have led the way 
this year with impressive numbers at 
training, most notably the Y11 girls. 
Establishing themselves as Wold-
gate first ever competitive women’s 
rugby team last year they seem to 
be going from strength to strength 

with still ever increasing numbers at 
training. This year sees them transi-
tion from U15’s to U18’s, a daunting 
prospect but one they are desperate 
to experience. The Year 11 boys are 
equally as excited about getting 
their final season of school rugby 
underway. Currently in both GCSE 
and core PE we have been participat-
ing in rugby generating a real buzz 
within the year group which certainly 
has transpired in an increase in 
participants at training. Our lower 
school have impressed too. It seems 
we have gained a keen bunch of Y7’s 
of which a large number also play 
together outside of school. It will 
be exciting to see them start their 
school rugby journey after half term 
at the RFU festivals, they look to be 
a promising prospect! Years 8 and 9 
have been lucky enough to have had 
some expert coaching from Callum 
Mooney in the 6th form as well from 
Y10’s Harry Blades and Adam Rams-
den. The Year 8 team have been 
the only team to taste competitive 
rugby this year. A squad of 12 took 

on teams from Wolfreton and Snaith, 
narrowly losing both which was a 
great achievement seeing as 9 of the 
team made there rugby debuts that 
evening!

Testament to the growing strength 
of the Rugby here at Woldgate 
is the current success of some of 
our current and former students. 
Current Sixth former Charlie Cart-
wright has again be selected for 
Yorkshire U20’s along side former 
students Jed Jackson, Tom Richard-
son and Nathan Smith whilst their 
former school team mate and peer 
Lewis Wilson has gone on to repre-
sent England at U18 level. As well as 
this former students Jonty Peter and 
Jed Jackson have made their debut 
along side myself in Pocklingtons 1st 
XV, hopefully a sign of the growing 
strength in rugby here at Woldgate 
rather than my age! 

pe extra-CurriCular timetable

lunChtime 12:35 - 1:20 aFter sChool 3:35 - 4:45

Fitness Suite E6 Sports Hall Gym J17

Monday Yr9 & Above Girls Football Badminton

Tuesday Closed
GCSE & A-Level 

PE Catch-Up
Basketball Cricket

Wednesday Yr9 & Above Badminton
Netball (Yr7+8)

Tennis

Thursday Closed
GCSE & A-Level 

PE Catch-Up
Netball (Yr9,10+11)

Rugby (Girls & Boys)

Friday Yr9 & Above Table Tennis Dance

Follow @WoldgatePE
https://twitter.com/woldgatepe

For regular updates from the PE Department.

mailto:office%40woldgate.eriding.net?subject=
http://www.woldgate.net

